U. S.S.N. G9..'51C,313: .Attorney Docket Mo. 14147.1 G5C07 (H&B 257 
Response to Flna; Office Action ^nailed fvlay 

Amendments to the Claims/Listing Claims: 

This Hsting of ciai.rns wii; replace ail prior versions, and iistings, of the claims ;n 
the application. By present amendment, ck^irns 13-14 and 19-20 have been amended, 
claims 1 d-5. 7, 9-12, 18, 22. 26-27, 45 and 57-69 stand canceHed, without prejudice or 
disdaimer, and claims 2, 6, 8, 16-17, 21, 23-25, 28-44, 46-56 have been presented in 
their origina: or previousiy presented fonTi. 

1 . (Canceied) 

2. (Previously Presented) A weilboi'e casing, comprising; 

a tubular member inclyding at least one thin vvaii section at an end of the lubuiar 

me.rnber and a thick wail section adjacent to the thin wail section; and a 
compresslbie annular member coupled to each thin wail section; 
wherein the thin wall section is not threaded; 

wherein the compressible annular member e,xtends to the end of the tubular 
member, and 

wherein the thin wall section Is adapted to radiaiiy expand and plasiicaily 

deform frorrs intimate contact with a thin wall section of a second tubular 
member upon radial expansion and plastic deformation of the second 
tubuiar member to form a mono-diameter vvelibore casing, 
3-5. (Canceiied) 

6. {Previously Presented) A welibore casing apparatus, co.mpnsing; 

a solid weiibore casing memiber including one or more external seals; 

a perforated weiibore casing member coupled to the solid weiibore casing 
msember; and 

a shoe coupled to the perforated weiibore casing member; 



H0UJfe1ANAG&-5372S3 vS 



2 



U, S.S.N. 09/510,913; .Attorney Docket Ho. 1414?. 105007 (H&S 257\ 
Response to Finai Office .Action fnsiied .May 

v^'herein a portion of the soiid vveiibore casing rnefnber overlaps with a portion of 
the perforated v^eWbore casing rr^ember; and 

wherein the insde diameters of non-overiappi.ng portions of the solid and 
perforated weiibore casing rnernbers are equal; and 

wherein the overlapping portion of the solid welibore casing mefr^ber comprises a 
thir? waited portion; and whereisi the non-overlapping portion of the soiid weiibore casing 
merri'ber comprises a thick v<,'aiied portion, 

7, (Cancesied) 

S (Previously Presented) .An apparatus, comprising; 

one or more primary soiid tubuiarS: each primary soiid tubular including one or 
more external arsnular seals, 

n perforated tubuiars coupied to the primary soiid tubulars; 

n-1 intended late tubulars coupied to and interleaved among the perforated 

tubulars, each intermediate tubuiar inciuding one or more externai annular 
seats; and 

a shoe coupied to one of the perforated tubuiars; 

wherein a portion of at least one of the primary solid tubuiars overlap with a 
po.rtion of at least one of the perforated tubuiars; and 

wherein the inside diameters of the non-overlapping portions of the overlapping 
primary solid and perforated tubuiars are equal. 
9 - 12. (Canceied) 

13. (Currently .Amended} A weilbore c asing, co.mpnsin g; 
a firs t tubul ar member; and 

a second weilbore casing mem ber coupled to th e first we ilbore c asing membe r in 
an ov eriappinq relationsiiip. 

wherein an inn er diameter of th e first weilbore c asing member is equal to an 
Inner diameter o f the second wei lbore casing member; 
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wherein a por tion of the first wei i bore casing mem ber overia ps \A/ith a portion o f 
the second vvelibore cas ing iTiem ber: 

w herein the portion of the Urst welibore cas ing me mber thai ov eriaos with the 
portion of the secon d weiibore casing m embe r compris es a thi.n wailed 
poition,^n&^iivellbere-sa&!f^g-Qf Gla!m-4^ wherein the Xh\n waiied portion of 
the first weiibore casing member comprises a compressibie annular 
sealing member; 

wherein the portion of the first w eiibore casincj member t iiat does not o verlap with 
the portion o f the secon d weii bore casing member co mprise s a tiiick 
wailed portion, and 

whe rein the trim wail section is not threaded; a nd 

wherein the first a nd secon d weiibor e casing membe rs each substantiasiy 
c omprise s teei. 

14. (Currently Amended) A weiibore casing, compris ing: 
a first tu bular m ember: and 

3 second wei ibore casing mem ber coupi ed to the first weiibore casing member in 
a n ov erlappin g relat ionship: 

wherein a n inner diameter of the first weiibore c asing member is e giia: to an 
inner diameter of the second weiibore casing membe r; 

wherein a p ortion of the first weiib ore casing member overlaps with a portion of 
the sec ond weiibo re casing membe r: 

wherein the portion of the first weiibore casing m ember that overia os with the 
portion of the se cond weiibore casing member com prises a thin w ailed 
pomon; 

wherein the por tion of the first we iibore casing mem ber that does n ot overlap with 
the.OQrtjon of the second w eiibore casing me mber com phses a thick 
walie d portion, and 

wherein th e thin w ail se ction is not threaded 
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wherein the first and second vveHbo.re casing members each substan tially 
Go mpnse steei; and 

-i;eifec-re-6asiti§ -of"Glaim-42~ wherein the portion of the second weiibore 
casing member that overlaps with tiie portion of the first weiibore casing 
member con -prises a thin walled portiorL and wherein the portion of the 
second weiibore casing nieniber that does not ovenap with the portion of 
the first weiibore casing member comprises a thick wailed portion. 

15. (Previously Presented) The weiibore casing of claim 14, wherein the thin 
wailed portion of the second weiibore casing member comprises a compressibie 
annular sealing rr^ember. 

16. (PreviousiV Presente^d) The weiibore casing of claim 2, -vvherein the 
compressible annular msember is coupled to an exterior surface of the thin wail section 
of the tubular member. 

1 7. (Previously Presented) The weiibore casing of ciaim 2. wherein the thin wail 
section of the tubular member is piasticaliy deformed. 

18. (Canceled). 

1 9 . f C u rre ntiy Amended) A weiibore cas ing, comp rising: 

a first tubu lar casing m ember having a first inside diarnijyBr;_and 

a second tubuiar casing member h aving a second inside diamete r eouai to the 
filgtjnsjde diameter c oupied to the firs t tubular casing member in an 
overiapping r eiatlons hio; 

^A/herein the first and s econd tubula r members are c oupled by t he process of 

defonTiinq a p ortion of the second tubuiar casing memb er into con tactwith 
a portion of the first tubula r casino mem ber; 

wherein, prior to the deformation, the i nside diameters of th e first and sec ond 
tubula r cas ing mem bers ar e not egual; 

wherein, prior to the deformation, the i nside diamete rs of the first and second 
tubular casing me mbers are s ubstantjally const ant, and 
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Wh erein a oort ion of the first tubujar casing me mber overiaos with a portion of the 
second tubular casing member: wher ein the po rtbn of the first tubuiar 
casing mem ber thai o ver:aps with the portion of ti ie s econd tu buiar casing 
member comprises a thin waiied £>o rtio n; and wh erein tiie portion of the 
first tubuiar casing memiber t hat does not overjao with the port ion of the 
second t ubuiar casing member compri ses a th ick walled portion, a nd 
where in the thin wail section is not th r eaded; an d 

Xhe-welib€-fe-easlr4@-of~slaim-4: wherein the thin waiied portion of the first tubuiar 
casing member comprises a compressible annuiar seaiing member. 
20. (Currently Amended) A we iibor e cas ing, cornprisincj: 

3 fir st tubuia r cas ing member havint j a first i nside dia me ter; and 

a second iubular casing nie mber hav ing a se cond inside diameter equai to the 
first insid e diameter ooupied to the first tubuiar casino member in an 
overlappinq rBia tionship; 

wher ein the first and second tub uiar members are ooupied by the process of 

defo rming a porti on of the seco nd tubui ar casing member into contact with 
a poilion of the fir st tubular casing m ember; 

whe?ein. prior to th e d eformation, the inside diameters of the first and second 
tub uiar casing membe rs are not equa l; 

wherein, prior to the deformatio n, the inside diamet ers of the firs t and second 
tubuiar casi ng mem b ers are substantiaj ly constant, and 

wherein a porti on of the first tu bular casing me mber overiaps w ith a portion ofthe 
second.tubujar casing member; wherein the por tion of t he first tubula r 
ca sing member th at overiaps w ith t he poriio n of the second tubui ar casing 
member comprises a thin wailed pom on; and wherein th e oonion ofthe 
first tubuia r casing membe r that does not o veriap with the oortior^ of the 
se cond tubular c asing member com prises a thici<: walled portion and 
wherein the thin wali section is not threadgdiand 
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Tl^e-weiik-0fe-Gss!«g -9-f"Gia(ft^^ wherein the portion of the second tubular casing 
rneniber that overlaps with the portior? of the first tubular casing member 
comprises a th\n waited portion; and wherein the portion of the second 
tubuter casing member that does not overlap with the portion of the first 
tLibaiar casing member comprises a thick waited portion. 

21 . (Previousry Amended) The welibore casing of claim 20, wherein the thin 
walied portion of the second tubular member comprises a compressible annular sealing 
member. 

22. (Canceled). 

23. (Previousiy Presented) The apparatus of claim 6, wherein the thin wailed 
portion of the solid vv'ellbore casing member comprises a compressible annular seailng 
member. 

24- (Previousiy Presented) The apparatus of claim 6, vvherein the overlapping 
portion of the at least one perforated welibore casing member comprises a thin vvalled 
portion; and wherein the nors-overiapping portion of the perforated welibore casing 
member comprises a thick wailed portion, 

25. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of ciaim 24, wherein the thin wailed 
portion of the at (east one pert'orated welibore casing member comprises a 
compressible annular sealing member. 

26 - 27.(Cance!ed). 

28. (Previousiy Presented) The apparatus of cla;m 8, wherein the overlapping 
ponion of the at least one primary solid tubular comprises a thin walied portion; and 
wherein the non-ovsriapping portion of the at least one primary solid tubular comprises 
a thick walled portion. 

29. (Previousiy P.resented) The apparatus of claim; 28, wherein the thin walled 
portion of the at least one primary solid tubular comprises a compressible annular 
sealing member. 
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30 (Previously Presented) The apparatus of ciaim 28, wherein the overlapping 
portion of the at least one perforated tiibuiar corr^prises a thin walied portion; and 
wherein the non-overlappsng portion of the at ieast one perforated tabular member a 
thick waHed portion. 

3 1 . (Previousiy Presented) The apparatus of Ciairr;^ 30, vvherein the thin wailed 
portion of the at ieast one perforated rubuiar comprises a compressible annular sealing 
member, 

32. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the ovenapping 
poriion of the at least one perforated tubiilar comprises a thin walied portion; and 
wherein the non-ovenapping portion of the at least one petforated tubuiar comprises a 
thick wailed portion. 

33. iPreviousiy Presented) The apparatus of ciairTi 32, wherein the thin wailed 
portion of the at ieast one perforated tubular comprises a compressible annular sealing 
member. 

34. (Previously Presented) A welibore casing, coniprising: 
a first tubular casing member; and 

a second tubular casing member coupied to the first tubuiar casing member in an 
overlapping relationship; 

wherein a portion of the first tubuiar casing member overlaps with a portion of the 
second tubular casing member; 

wherein the portion of the first tubuiar casing member that overiaps with the 
portion of the second tubular casing member corr^prises a thin walled 
portion; 

wherein the thin wailed po.rtion of the first tubular casing member comprises a 
first compressible annular sealing member; 

wherein the portion of the first tubular casing member that does not overlap with 
the portion of the second tubuiar casing member comprises a thick walied 
portion; 
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wherein the portion of the second tubular casing member that overlaps with the 
portion of the first tubular casing member comprises a thin waiied portion; 

wherein the tiiin waiied poiiion of the second tubular casing rnen^ber comprises a 
second compressibie annular sealing member; 

wherein the portion of the second tubuiar casing member that does not overlap 
v/ith the portion of the first tubular casing member comprises a thick 
vvaiied portion; and 

wherein an inner diameter of the non-overiapping portion of the first tubular 
casing member is equal to an inner diameter of the non-overiapping 
portion of the second tubular casing member 

35. (Previously l^resented) A wellbore casing, comprising: 

a first tubuiar casing member; and 

a second tubuiar casing member coupled to the first tubular casing member in a 
o ve r lapping re 1 ati o ns h i p . 

vv'herein a portion of the f:rst tubuiar casing member overlaps with a portion of the 
second tubuiar casing member; 

wherein the portion of the first tubular casing member that overlaps with the 
portion of the second tubular casing member comprises a thin wailed 
portion; 

wherein the thin walled portion of the first tubular casing member comprises a 
first comspressibie annular seaiing member; 

wherein the portion of the first tubular casing member that does not overlap with 
the portion of the second tubular casing member comprises a thick wailed 
portion; 

wherein the portion of the second tubuiar casing member that overlaps with the 
portion of the first tubuiar casing m.ember comprises a thin waiied poitlon; 

wherein the thin waiied portion of the second tubuiar casing member comprises 
asecond compressible annular sealing member; and 
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Wherein the portion of the second tubular casing member that does not overlap 
with the portion of the first tubuiar casing member comprises a thick 
waiieci poilion. 

36. (Previously Presented) A weilbore casing, comprising 

a first tubular casing member having a first inside diameter; and 

a second tubular casing member having a second inside diafT-eter equal to the 
first inside diameter coupled to the first tubular casing rTiember in an 
o ve r lap p i ng ,re i atio r?s h ip ; 

wherein the fsrst anci second tubular casing members are coupled by the process 
of deformirig a po.rtion of the second tubular casing memt^er into coniact 
with 3 portion of the first tubular casing member; 

wherein a portion of the first tubuiar casing member overlaps Vvifh a portlor) of the 
second tubuiar casing member; 

wherein the portion of the first tubuiar casing member that overiaps with the 
portion of the second tubular casing memsber comprises a thin walled 
portion; 

wherein the thin wailed portion of the first tubuiar casing member comprises a 
first compressible annular sealing member; 

wherein the portion of the first tubular casing member that does not overlap with 
the portion of the second tubular casing member comprises a thici< walled 
portion; 

wherein the portion of the second tubular casing member that overlaps with the 
portion of the first tubular casing member comprises a thin walled portion; 

wherein the thin walled pon.ion of the second tubular casing rnefT^ber comprises a 
second compressible annular sealing member; 

wherein the portion of the second tubular casing member that does not overlap 
with the portion of the first tubular casing member comprises a thlak 
walled portion; and 
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\vherein an innsr diameter of the .non-over iappmg portion of the first tubusar 
casing member is equai to an Inner diameter of the non-ovsriappsng 
portion of thsseconci tubular casing merr?ber. 

37. (Previously Presented) A vveHbore casing, comprising: 

a first tubular casing member having a first inside diameter; and 

a second tubular casing member having a second inside diameter equai to the 
first inside diameter coupled to the first tubular casing member in an 
0 ve r la pp i ng re Lati on sh i p ; 

wherein the first and second tubular casing members are coupied by the process 
of defon-^iing a portion of the second tubular casing member into contact 
with a portion of the first tubular casing member; 

wherein a port.ion of the first tubular casing member overlaps with a portion of the 
second tubular casing me.rnber; 

wherein the poition of the first tubular casing member that overlsps with the 
portion of the second tubular casing member comprises a thin walled 
portion; 

wherein the thin walled portion of the first tubular casing member comprises a 
first compressible annular sealing iTiemiber; 

wherein the portion of the first tubular cas;ng member that does not overlap with 
the portion of the second tubular casing member comfprises a thick walled 
porlion; 

wherein the portion of the second tubular casing irsernber that overlaps with the 
portion of the first tubular casing mem>ber comprises a thin walled portion; 

wherein the thin wailed portion of the second tubular casirig member coi-iprlses a 
second compressible annular sealing member ; and 

wherein the portion of the second tubular casing member that does not overlap 
with the portion of the first tubular casing member comprises a thicl^; 
waiied portion. 
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3-3. (Previousiy P.^esented) An appiication, comprising; 

one or more solid tubusar members, each soiid tubular n^ember inciudlng one or 
more externai seals; 

one or more perforated tubiuar members coupied to the solid tubular members; 
and 

a shoe coupied to one of the perforated tubular members; 

wherein a portion of at least one of the soiid tubular members overlap with a 
portion of at least one of the perforated tubular members; and 

wiierein the ovedapping portion of the at least one solid tubular member 
comprises a thin walled portion; 

wherein the thin wailed portion of the at least one solid tubular member 
comprises a compressible annular sealing member; 

wherein non-overlapping portion of the at least one solid tubular member 
comprises a thick walled portion; 

wherein the overlapping portion of the at least one perforated tubular member 
comprises a thin walleid portion; 

wherein the thin walled portion of the at least one perforated tubular member 
comprises a compressible annular sealing member; 

wherein the non-overlapping portion of the at least one perforated tubuiar 
member comprises a thick walled portion; and 

wherein an inner diameter of the non-overlapping portion of the at least one solid 
tLsbular member is equal to an Inner diameter of the at least one perforated 
tubular member. 

39. (Previously Presented) An apparatus, compnsing: 

one or more solid tubular merr-bers, each solid tubular member including one or 
more external seals, 
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one or rr^ore perforated tubular members coupled to the solid tubular members; 
and: 

a shoe coupled to one of the perforated tubuli^r members: 

wherein a porlion of at least one of the solid tubular members overiap with a 
portbn of at least one of the pesforated tubular members: and 

wherein the overlapping portion of the at least one solid tubular member 
comprises a thin wailed portion; 

wherein the thin wailed po?1lon of the at least one solid tubular member 
comprises a compressible annular sealing member; 

wherein non -overlapping portion of the at least one solid tubular member 
comprises a thick walled portion; 

wherein the overlapping portion of the at least one perforated tubular member 
comprises a thin wailed portion; 

wherein the thin walled poitlon of the at least one perforated tubular member 
comprises a cornpressibie annular sealing member: and 

wherein the non-overiapping portion of the at least one perforated tubular 
msernber comprises a thick wailed portion. 

40. (Previously Presented) An apparatus, corTiprisIng: 

one or more primary solid tubular members, each primary solid tubular me.mber 
including one or more external annular seals; 

n perforated tubular members coupled to the primary solid tubular members; 

n-1 intermediate tubular members coupled to and Interleaved among the 

perforated tubular members, each intermediate tubular rrsember including 
one or more external annular seals; and 

a shoe coupled to one of the perforated tubular miembers; 

wherein a portion of at least one of the primary solid tubular members overlap 
with a portion of at least one of the perforated tubular members; 
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wherein the overlapping portbn of the at least one primary solid tubuiar member 
comprises a thin walled portion; 

wherein the thin wailed po;1ion of the at least one primary solid tubular member 
comprises a compressible annular sealing member; 

wherein the non-overlapping portion of the at least one primary solid tubular 
member comprises a thick wailed portion; 

wiierein the overlapping poriion of the at lec^st one pen'orated tubular member 
comprises a thin walled portion; 

wherein the thin wailed portion of the at least perforated tubuiar member 
comprises a compressible annular sealing member; 

wherein the non-ovedapping portion of the at least one perforated tubular 
member comprises a thick walled portion; and 

wherein an inner diameter of the non-ovedappIng portion of the at least one 

primary solid tubuiar msember is equal to an Inner diarrieter of the at least 
one perforai;ed tubuiar member. 

41, (F'-^reviously Presented) An apparatus, comprising: 

one or more primary solid tubuiar members, each primary solid tubular member 
including one or more external annular seals; 

n perforated tubular members coupled to the primary solid tubular members; 

n-1 intermeciate tubular m^embers coupled to and interleaved among the 

perforated tubular members, each intermediate tubular member including 

one or more external annular seals; and 

a shoe coupled to one of the perforated tubular members; 

wherein a portion of at least one of the primary solid tubular memibers overlap 
with a portion of at least one of the perforated tubular memibers; 

wherein the overlapping portion of the at least one primary soiid tubular member 
comprises a thin wailed portion; 
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wherein the thin vvaiied portion of the at ieast one primary solid tubuiar member 
comprises a corr>pressible annular sealing member; 

wherein the non-overiapping portion of the at ieast one primary solid tLsbiiiar 
member comprises a thick waised porlion; 

wherein the overlapping portion of the at least one perforated tubuiar meiiiber 
comprises a thin waited portion; 

vvhereir^ the thin wailed portion of the at ieast one perforai;ed tubuiar member 
comprises a compressible annular sealing member; and 

whereir- the non-overlapping portion of the at least one perforated tubular 
member comprises a thick V'/alied portion. 

42. (Prevloysr/ Presented) A wellbore casing, comprising; 

a tubuiar member including a thin wall section at an end of the tubular member 
and a thick wall section -adjacem to the thin wall section; and 

a compressible annular member coupled to the thin wail section; 

wherein Ihe compressible annular member extends substantially to the end of the 
tubular member; 

wherein the outside diameter of the compressible c^nnular member is greater 
than the outside diameter of the corresponding thin VYali section, 

wherein the thin wall section is adapted to radially e.xpand and plastically deform 
from intimate contact with a thin wall section of a second tubuiar member 
upon radial expansion and plastic deformiation of the second tubular 
member to form a mono-diameter wellbore casing; and 

wherein the thin y^/a\\ section is not threaded. 

43. (Previously Presented) A wellbore casing, comprising; 

a tubular member including a thin vvali section at an end of the iubular meinber 
and a thick wall section adjacent to the thin wall section; and 

a coinpressible annular member coupled to the thin wail section; 
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vvhereirs the outside dianieter of the compressible annular member is iess than 
the outside diameter of the correspondsng thin wail sectiors, 

wherein the thin v.'aii section is adapted to radiaiiy expand and piasticaliy deform 
from intimate contact with a thin was! section of a secorsd tubuiar member 
upon radial expression and plastic deformation of the second tubular 
member lo form; a niono-diameter v^eiibore casing; and 

wherein the thin wali section is not threaded, 

44. (Previcusiy Presented) A. weilbore casing, comprising: 

a tubular member including a thin wail section at an end of the tubuiar member 
and a thick wail section adjacent to the thin wall section; and 

a compressible annular member coupled to the thsn wali section; 

wherein the inside diameter of the compressible annular member Is substantialiy 
equal to the inside diameter of the corresponding thin wall section, 

whe.rein the thin wali section is adapted to radiaiiy expand and piasticaliy deform 
from intimate contact with a ihin wail section of a second lubuiar member 
upon radial expansson and plastic deformation of the second tubuiar 
member to form a mono-diameter wellbore casing; and 

wherein the thin wall section is not threaded, 

45. (Cancelted) 

46. (Previousiy Presented) A method of forming a wellbore casing, comprising; 
forming a first tubuiar casing me.mber having a first portion comprising a first 

inside diameter and a second portion compnsing a second inside 
diameter wherein the second inside diameter is greater the first inside 
diameter; 

positioning a second tubular casing member within and in overlapping relation to 
the second portion of the first tubuiar casing member, and 
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radialiy 8xpc^,nding and piasticaily deforming the overlapping portiors of the 

second tubular casing member into engagenient with the second portion 
of the first tubular casing fnember. 

47. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 46, wherein the corss sectiorss of 
the first and second tubular casing members are substantially circular. 

48. (F-reviousiy Presented) The method of ciaim 46, v.'hereir^, prior to i.he plastic 
defomiation. the inside diameter of the second tubular casing member is substantially 
constant. 

49. (Freviousiy Presented) The method of claim 46, wherein prior to the plastics 
deformation, the outside diameter of the second tubular member is less than the inside 
diameter of the first portion of the first tubular casing member. 

50. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 46, wherein the cross sections of 
the first and second tubular casing members are substantiaiiy circular; wherein,, prior to 
the plastic deformation, the inside diameter of the second tubular casing member is 
substantially constant; and v.'herein, prior to the plastic deformation, the outside 
diameter of the second tubuiar casing member is less than the inside diameter of the 
first portion of the first tubuiar casing member. 

51 . (Previously P.resented) The method of ciaim 46, wherein, after the plastic 
deformation, the inside diameter of the plastically deformed overlapping portion of the 
second tubular casing member is equal to the inside diameter of the first portion of the 
first tubular casing memiber. 

52. (Previously F^'■ese^ted) The method of claim 50, wherein, after the plastic 
deformation, the inside diameter of the plastically deformed overlapping postion of the 
second tubular casing member is equal to the inside diameter of the first portion of the 
first tubular casing member. 

53. (Previously Presented) The method of ciaim 46, where, pr-or to the plastic 
deformation, at least one of the second portion of the first tubular casing member and 
the ovedapping portion of the second tubular casing niember comprise thin walled 
portions. 
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54. (Previously Presented) The method of ciairn 50, wherein, prior to the piastic 
deformation, st ieast one of the second portion of the first tubuiar casing member and 
the overlapping poftion of the second tubuiar casing member comphse thin wasied 
portions. 

55. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 46, wherein, after the piastic 
deformatior), at least one of the second portion of the first tubular casing -iiernber and 
the overlapping portion of the second tubular casing member comprise thin \,valied 
portions, 

56. (Previously Presented) The .method of claim 50, wherein, after the plastic 
deformation, at least one of the second portion of the first tubuiar casing merriber and 
the overlapping portion of the second tubuiar casing member compnse thin Vv'alled 
portions. 

57-60. (Canceled), 
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